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As you read this, our once every four-year national Presidential election is close to a month away. While the 

?srgqk Qmagcrw md ?kcpga_ _lb c_af md msp _ddgjg_rcq ksqr _qqspc rf_r uc _pc _ju_wq lmlÂn_prgq_l* G bm

encourage each eligible voter to exercise his or her right, and I believe responsibility, to vote. This November 

many of us will also have the opportunity to elect other national, state and local officials. 

This year, we are hearing more and more that individuals seeking national office are discussing disability 

issues impacting families and individuals across the country. I encourage each of you to ask questions of 

these candidates (or read their policy positions) related to autism and other disabilities. Decide for yourself 

who of the candidates running for office best represents, and will address, the issues of importance to you 

regarding disability-pcj_rcb qcptgacq _lb npmep_kq, Gd wms f_tclªr bmlc qm wcr* cbsa_rc wmspqcjd ml rfc

nmqgrgmlq a_lbgb_rcq r_ic pcj_rcb rm rfcqc gqqscq, Mdrcl* _ a_lbgb_rcªq nmqgrgml qr_rckclrq _pc ml fgq mp fcp

campaign website. 

As I have written about in the past, it is important that we never stop advocating for responsive and 

supportive help to all impacted by autism and other disabilities, so that each can maximize his or her quality 

md jgdc, Uc a_lªr qjmu bmul ml msp _btma_aw cddmprq rm ecr ctcpw cjcarcb mddgag_j rm slbcpqr_lb _lb t_jsc rfc

important self-umprf _lb dsjj bgelgrw md c_af ncpqml ugrf _srgqk _lb _lw mrfcp bgq_`gjgrw, Uc a_lªr _jjmu

discrimination of any individual with a disability to occur, be it at the local, state and/or national level. And, 

we have to have responsive national and state efforts that are successful in getting meaningful and living 

wage employment, community-based housing, and much more for adults with an autism diagnosis, as well as 

those with other disabilities. Voting, to me, is the best form of advocacy. So, please, no matter who you vote 

for, just make sure to vote! 
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Autism Society of Wisconsin  
Annual Conference 

Kalahari Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells 
April 27- 29, 2017 

Thursday,  Apr i l  27  |   Ful l  Day Pre- Conference:   
 

A Developmental Framework for Evidence- Based Practices  
for the Autism Spectrum  
Presented by Emily Rubin, MS, CCC- SLP   

Sexuality Education for 
Individuals with Autism 
Presented by Terri Couwenhoven, MS, 

AASECT Certified Sexuality Educator  

This session integrates best practice research for teaching 

sexuality to individuals with autism spectrum disorder. 

Teaching strategies (how do I teach?) along with key 

foundational concepts (what do I teach?) are 

presented.  Examples of resources and ideas for teaching 

at home, school, or in the community are shared.  

 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 

NOW OPEN! 

Autism Basics: 
Understanding the Spectrum 
Presented by Sharon Hammer, MS, PC, 
Lisa Hoeme, MS, CRC, LPC, Lisa Ladson, 
BA,CABA and Kim Schmidt, MS, LPC 
 

This is an introductory workshop that will focus on 

providing a deeper understanding of autism and how 

people with autism experience the world. Presenters will 

discuss common characteristics of autism, strategies for 

effectively supporting people on the spectrum, and other 

autism-related resources.  This workshop will be based on 

recent research, first person accounts from those on the 

spectrum, and personal experiences from the practice of 

the presenters. You will leave this session with a greater 

understanding of how autism may impact how a person 

learns, interacts with others, and develops relationships. 

Thursday,  Apr i l  27 |  Hal f  Day Pre- Conferences: 

Providing evidence-based educational programming for children on the autism spectrum relies not only on selecting 

_nnpmnpg_rc qrp_rcegcq `sr _jqm _l slbcpqr_lbgle md lcspmbctcjmnkclr, Uf_r uc bcrcpkglc _q rfc afgjbªq r_pecrcb

educational objectives should be as important as how we are providing accommodations. The lecture will begin with a 

review of the research in social neuroscience and how this helps us understand how children acquire the foundations of 

social and emotional competence before they are talking, at emerging language stages, and at the conversational level.  

Participants will learn how neurodevelopmental differences need to be considered when implementing evidence-based 

practices and how the SCERTS assessment framework can be used to generate educational objectives that are predictive 

of developmental shifts toward social emotional competence. 
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Temple Grandin-  My Experience with Autism 
Friday Keynote, April 28 

In this special presentation backed by personal experience and evidence-based research, Dr. 

Temple Grandin will provide a look into her life, including intervention, problems with 

sensory issues and oversensitivity.  She will also discuss the thinking process, the importance 

of developing strengths, and the importance of learning work skills. Take away practical tips 

for parenting, teaching and learning from the individuals with autism in your life. 

Panel of Experts  
Roy Bedward, Judy Endow, & Sara Martin 

Saturday Keynote, April 29 
Q_rspb_wªq icwlmrc qcqqgml ugjj `c _ n_lcj md glbgtgbs_jq ml rfc _srgqk qncarpsk ufm ugjj c_af qf_pc rfcgp cvncpgclac

living life on the autism spectrum. Each panelist will have time to give an introduction and share about how autism 

affects their day-to-day life. There will be time for audience questions at the end.  

We were able to learn about personal stories, 
positive outcomes, diet, medications, music 
therapy, small businesses for individuals on the 
spectrum, and more. We came home with a few 
new books, great handouts, info from vendors, 
great ideas and new hopes for our familyôs 

future. 
-  Conference Attendee 
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Cal l  for  Proposals½Submit  to  Present  a Breakout  
Session 
Rfc nspnmqc md rfc ?srgqk Qmagcrw md Ugqamlqglªq ?lls_j Amldcpclac gq rm npmtgbc _ p_lec md gldmpk_rgml rm rfmqc

affected by autism. Our goal is to provide relevant information for attendees at all levels, including those who are new 

to autism and those who have years of experience. Join us by submitting a proposal to present a breakout session!  

 

Rfgq wc_p ucªpc jmmigle dmp _ ugbc t_pgcrw md rmngaq* _bbpcqqgle gqqscq rf_r _ddcar ncmnjc ugrf _srgqk _apmqq rfc jgdcqn_l*

from birth, through school, and into adulthood. Strong preference will be given to proposals that address one or more 

of the Autism Society Quality of Life Indicators.  The Autism Society envisions a world where individuals and families 

living with autism are able to maximize their quality of life, are treated with the highest level of dignity, and live in a 

society in which their talents and skills are appreciated and valued. Conference sessions should align with at least one of 

the Autism Society quality of life indicators for those living with autism.  

We are excited to announce NEW opportunities to support the annual conference.  Visit our conference webpage to 

view opportunities for sponsorship, exhibition and advertisement at the conference.  

 

Questions?  Contact Melissa at mvandevelden@asw4autism.org or 920-973-6636. 

faYNMÑ,OXM__ 
SAVE THE DATE 

1.14.17 



 

www.asw4autism.org Pg 5 

 

!ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÉØÔÈ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ËÉÌÌÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ 

ÐÒÏÓÔÁÔÅ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÅÁÓÔ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÄɉρɊȢ #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÎÉÎÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÇÅ φυ ÁÎÄ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÈÁÓ 

!ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅ ÁÎÄȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÁÒÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÉÔÈ )ÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÏÒ 

$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÁÌ $ÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ɉ)Ⱦ$$ɊɉρɊ Ȣ !Ó ÌÉÆÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÎÃÙ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÓȟ ÍÏÒÅ 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÏÎÇ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÃÏ-ÏÃÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁÓȢ  

 

0ÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÃÁÒÅ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ $ÁÔÁ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ςπρσ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 

ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ -ÅÄÉÃÁÉÄ ×ÁÉÖÅÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ψωϷ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 

×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÎÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÈÅÌÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ $ÁÉÌÙ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ɉ!$,ÓɊȟ 

ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ υσϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÉÓȠ ωωϷ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓȠ 

ÁÎÄ ρππϷ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÓɉςɊȢ "ÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÅØÁÃÅÒÂÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ×ÏÒËȢ "ÏÔÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ 

ÃÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÓ 

ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇÌÙȢ  

 

-ÁÎÙ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÐÒÅ-ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÌÙÉÎÇ ÃÁÕÓÅ 

ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÏÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ )Ⱦ$$ȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎ ÉÎÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÔÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÉÎÇȢ 

4ÈÅ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏÏÌ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ .4'- %ÁÒÌÙ $ÅÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ 3ÃÒÅÅÎ ÆÏÒ $ÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ɉ.4'-%$3$Ɋ ×ÈÉÃÈ 

ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÏÂÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ Á ÂÁÓÅÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ Á 

ÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

 

4ÈÅ 7) "ÏÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÁÌ $ÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ɉ7"0$$Ɋ ÉÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á σ-ÙÅÁÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 

ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ-ÉÎÄ Ǫ -ÅÍÏÒÙ -ÁÔÔÅÒÓȱ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ $ÉÓÅÁÓÅ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ - 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÚÅÄ 

3ÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÖÅ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ɉ!$)-333Ɋ 'ÒÁÎÔ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ɉ!#,ɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÔÏȡ 
 

ρȢ )ÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓȾÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ 

ÂÅÅÎ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$Ȣ 

ςȢ 0ÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈȟ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÉÎÇȟ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓȟ ÃÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒÓȟ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÉÔÈ )Ⱦ$$Ȣ  

σȢ $ÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÖÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ 
ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÄÅÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÓȟ 
!ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÏÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÉÎ )Ⱦ$$ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ -ÉÎÄ 
ÁÎÄ -ÅÍÏÒÙ -ÁÔÔÅÒÓȭ ÓÔÁÆÆȢ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brenda Bauer Jeremy Gundlach 

Dementia Awareness Outreach Specialist 
Brenda2.bauer@wisconsin.gov 
608-266-5565 

Communications Specialist 
Jeremy.Gundlach@wisconsin.gov 
608-266-7826 

(1) "2016 Facts and Figures" Alz.org, http://www.alz.org/

documents_custom/2016-facts2016_infographic.pdf  

(2) ñProject Narrativeò Alzheimerôs Disease Initiative-Specialized Supportive 

Services Grant 

mailto:Brenda2.bauer@wisconsin.gov
mailto:Jeremy.Gundlach@wisconsin.gov
http://www.alz.org/documents_custom/2016-facts2016_infographic.pdf
http://www.alz.org/documents_custom/2016-facts2016_infographic.pdf
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Updates from the Department of  
Public Instruction 

With the new school year come transitions at the Department of Public Instruction (DPI).  Daniel Parker, who 

f_q qcptcb _q _srgqk amlqsjr_lr _r BNG dmp rfc j_qr dgtc wc_pq* f_q rp_lqgrgmlcb glrm _ lcu pmjc _q BNGªq

Assistant Director of Special Education.  Daniel is incredibly excited to bring his experiences working with 

Wisconsin families, educators, and professionals to support students with autism into his new 

position.   Although he will greatly miss his daily interactions and collaborations in relation to autism support, 

he plans to continue to be a champion and messenger to assist others in understanding the amazing strengths 

our students with autism bring to us.  In his new role at DPI, Daniel will continue to support the autism 

consultant at DPI.  Currently, Eva Kubinski is assisting Daniel with this transition and will be a contact person 

at DPI for families and educators.  Eva has worked at DPI as a school administration consultant for over ten 

years, and has an extensive background in assessment and behavioral interventions as a former school 

psychologist and a trainer of educators.  You can reach Eva at 608-266-2899 or by email 

at eva.kubinski@dpi.wi.gov.    

Both Daniel and Eva will ensure DPI continues to have close partnerships with the Autism Society of 

Wisconsin and encourage families and educators to seek out the fantastic resources Wisconsin has to offer 

such as the Wisconsin Community of Practice on ASD/DD.   They will also ensure DPI continues to provide 

information and resources on evidence based practices to supports students with autism through the DPI web 

site and DPI sponsored autism trainings and presentations.  As we begin the process of hiring a new DPI 

consultant, we highly encourage anyone who may be interested in filling an autism related role in relation to 

supporting students with sensory, language, social communication, movement, and social-emotional needs to 

apply when the position is posted on the WI Jobs web site: http://wisc.jobs/public/index.asp  We will also let 

everyone know when this posting is available through the DPI autism email updates which you can sign up to 

by going to the DPI autism web page, http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/autism.  Wms a_l _jqm dglb rfgq wc_pªq BNG

two day autism training calendar, recorded webinars, videos to prepare students with autism for college, and 

links to state and national resources to support students with autism. 

We hope you have a great school year! 

 

Take care, 

Daniel Parker and Eva Kubinski 

tel:608-266-2899
mailto:eva.kubinski@dpi.wi.gov
http://wisc.jobs/public/index.asp
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/autism

