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As you read this, our once every fy@ar national Presidential election is close to a month away. While the
?srggk Qmagcrw md ?kcpga_ _Ib c_af md msp _ddgj ¢
encourage each eligible voter to exercise his or her right, and | believe responsibility, to vote. This Novemb:
many of us will also have the opportunity to elect other national, state and local officials.

This year, we are hearing more and more that individuals seeking national office are discussing disability
issues impacting families and individuals across the country. | encourage each of you to ask questions of
these candidates (or read their policy positions) related to autism and other disabilities. Decide for yourself
who of the candidates running for office best represents, and will address, the issues of importance to you
regarding disabilisfp cj rcb gcptgacq _ I b npmep_kg, Gd wms f
nmggrgmlqg a_l bgb_rcqg r_ic¢c pcj_rcb rm rfcgc gqgqqs
campaign website.

As | have written about in the past, it is important that we never stop advocating for responsive and
supportive help to all impacted by autism and other disabilities, so that each can maximize his or her quality
md jgdc, Uc a_Il2&ar qgj mu bmul m| msp _btma_aw cddr
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discrimination of any individual with a disability to occur, be it at the local, state and/or national level. And,
we have to have responsive national and state efforts that are successful in getting meaningful and living
wage employment, communibased housing, and much more for adults with an autism diagnosis, as well as
those with other disabilities. Voting, to me, is the best form of advocacy. So, please, no matter who you vot:
for, just make sure to vote!
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Annual Confe rence > 28th Annual Conference {
Kalahari Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells AP .25
April 27- 29, 2017 \'/

Thursday, April 27 | Full Day Pre- Conference:

A Developmental Framework for EvidenceBased Practices

for the Autism Spectrum
Presented byEmily Rubin, MS, CCCSLP

Providing evidenebased educational programming for children on the autism spectrum relies not only on selecting
_nnpmnpg_rc qrp_rcegcqg sr _jgm _I slbcpqr_Ibgle md
educational objectives should be as important as how we are providing accommodations. The lecture will begin with &
review of the research in social neuroscience and how this helps us understand how children acquire the foundations
social and emotional competence before they are talking, at emerging language stages, and at the conversational lev
Participants will learn how neurodevelopmental differences need to be considered when implementinglease€ence
practices and how the SCERTS assessment framework can be used to generate educational objectives that are pred
of developmental shifts toward social emotional competence.

Thursday, April 27 | Half Day Pre Conferences:

Autism Basics: Sexuality Education for
Understanding the Spectrum Individuals with Autism
Presented by Sharon Hammer, MS, PC, Presented byTerri CouwenhovenMS,

Lisa Hoeme, MS, CRC, LPC, Lisa Ladson, AASECT Certified Sexuality Educator
BA,CABA and Kim Schmidt, MS, LPC

This session integrates best practice research for teaching
This is an introductory workshop that will focus on sexuality to individuals with autism spectrum disorder.
providing a deeper understanding of autism and how  Teaching strategies (how do | teach?) along with key
people with autism experience the world. Presenters will foundational concepts (what do | teach?) are
discuss common characteristics of autism, strategies for presented.Examples of resources and ideas for teaching
effectively supporting people on the spectrum, and otherat home, school, or in the community are shared.
autismrelated resourceslhis workshop will be based on
recent research, first person accounts from those on the
spectrum, and personal experiences from the practice of EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
the presenters. You will leave this session with a greater
understanding of how autism may impact how a person NOW OPEN!
learns, interacts with others, and develops relationships.
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Temple Grandin My Experience with Autism
Friday Keynote, April 28

In this special presentation backed by personal experience and exbdsadaesearch, Dr
Temple Grandin will provide a look into her life, including intervention, problems with
sensory issues and oversensitivity. She will also discuss the thinking process, the im
of developing strengths, and the importance of learning work skills. Take away practic
for parenting, teaching and learning from the individuals with autism in your life.

Panel of Experts

Roy Bedward, Judy Endow, & Sara Martin
Saturday Keynote, April 29

Q_rspb_w2q icwlmrc qcqgqggml ugijj ¢ _ n_1lcj md gl bgt
living life on the autism spectrum. Each panelist will have time to give an introduction and share about how autisn
affects their dayto-day life. There will be time for audience questions at the end.

We were able to | earn
positive outcomes, diet
therapy, small Dbusinesses
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Call for Proposald2Submit to Present a Breakout
Session

Rf c nspnmgc md rfc ?srgqk Qmagcrw md Ugqgamlqggl&aqg 2?11
affected by autism. Our goal is to provide relevant information for attendees at all levels, including those who are new
to autism and those who have years of experience. Join us by submitting a proposal to present a breakout session!

Rfgg wc_p uc@pc jmmigle dmp _ wugbc t _pgcrw md rmngag
from birth, through school, and into adulthood. Strong preference will be given to proposals that address one or more
of the Autism Society Quality of Life Indicators. The Autism Society envisions a world where individuals and families
living with autism are able to maximize their quality of life, are treated with the highest level of dignity, and live in a
society in which their talents and skills are appreciated and valued. Conference sessions should align with at least on
the Autism Society quality of life indicators for those living with autism.

O )
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We are excited to announce NEW opportunities to support the annual conference. Visit our conference webpage tc
view opportunities for sponsorship, exhibition and advertisement at the conference.

Questions? Contact Melissa at mvandevelden@asw4autism.org3®a636.

f aYNMN, OXM

Vancngtthe Bt S AVE THE DATE
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Updates from the Department of PUBLIC
Public Instruction INSTRUCTION

With the new school year come transitions at the Department of Public Instruction@@mpl Parker, who

f _gqg gcptcb g _srgqgk amlgsjr_|Ir _r BNG dmp rfc |
Assistant Director of Special Educati®aniel is incredibly excited to bring his experiences working with
Wisconsin families, educators, and professionals to support students with autism into his new

position. Although he will greatly miss his daily interactions and collaborations in relation to autism support,
he plans to continue to be a champion and messenger to assist others in understanding the amazing streng
our students with autism bring to u#n his new role at DPI, Daniel will continue to support the autism
consultant at DPICurrently, Eva Kubinski is assisting Daniel with this transition and will be a contact person
at DPI for families and educatoiSva has worked at DPI as a school administration consultant for over ten
years, and has an extensive background in assessment and behavioral inteaseationser school
psychologist and a trainer of educatoiou can reach Eva 608 266-28990or by email

at eva.kubinski@dpi.wi.gov

Both Daniel and Eva will ensure DPI continues to have close partnerships with the Autism Society of
Wisconsin and encourage families and educators to seek out the fantastic resources Wisconsin has to offer
such as the Wisconsin Community of Practice on ASDIB&y will also ensure DPI continues to provide
information and resources on evidence based practices to supports students with autism through the DPI we
site and DPI sponsored autism trainings and presentatanae begin the process of hiring a new DPI
consultant, we highly encourage anyone who may be interested in filling an autism related role in relation to
supporting students with sensory, language, social communication, movement, arehsoidiedal needs to

apply when the position is posted on the WI Jobs welhsipel/wisc.jobs/public/index.asye will also let
everyone know when this posting is available through the DPI autism email updates which you can sign up t
by going to the DPI autism web pab#p://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/autisivms a _ | _j gm dgl
two day autism training calendar, recorded webinars, videos to prepare students with autism for college, anc
links to state and national resources to support students with autism.

We hope you have a great school year!

Take care,
Daniel Parker and Eva Kubinski
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